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Section 1: Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 
The City of Yuba City (City) is undergoing rapid growth and development. In 2004 it was the 7th 
fastest growing City in California. Based on an estimated 2005 population of 52,976 (* Note that 
the base year population numbers are estimates made by the State Department of Finance's 
Demographic Research Unit), the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG at 
http://www.sacog.org/) projects a population growth of 21% for the City by 2025. 

For this update population growth analysis was based on the City Planning Department’s 
estimate of average annual growth rate of 3.4% for the incorporated area of the City. In 
accordance with the 2004 General Plan, it was assumed that the population of the 
unincorporated area will grow at the same rate as for the incorporated area. 

Table 1-1 summarizes the population growth statistics used for this update. 

Table 1-1: Yuba City Population Growth 

Population 2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 
Yuba City Incorporated Area 
(City Limits) 36,760(a) 51,000 61,000 85,000 118,000 

Unincorporated Area (SOI) 20,270(a) 16,000(b) 19,000 26,000 37,000 
Population Projection in SOI 
non Sewered Area   15,200 15,200 15,200 15,200 

Population Projected in SOI 
Sewered Area  800 3,800 11,800 22,800 

Total Sewered Population 
(City Limits and SOI) 36,760 51,800 64,800 96,800 140,800 

(a) U.S Census, 2000- Yuba City General Plan page 2-1 
(b) Population decreased due to the annexation of developed area 
 

The City’s General Plan describes the sphere of influence (SOI) that extends west of the City 
and is bounded by Township Road to the West, Bogue Road to the South and Pease Road to 
the North. Figure 1-1 is taken from the City’s general plan and is a map of the land use areas 
including Yuba City and its sphere of influence. Figure 1-2 is a map of the City and its Sphere of 
influence with an overlay of general and specific plans with their expected development permit 
dates. This figure shows a rapid development schedule for the sphere of influence between 
2007 and 2020. 

The City has adopted a General Plan and growth policies to promote the orderly expansion of 
services to the sphere of influence. Also, the effluent from the City’s Wastewater Treatment 
Facility must meet the requirements of a new permit adopted by the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB) in August 2003, appealed by the City and remanded back to the 
RWQCB by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) in July 2004.  
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Accordingly, there is an urgent need to expand the existing sewer collection system, as well as 
treatment and disposal facilities to accommodate future flows and recent changes in the 
regulatory requirements. 

Currently the treated effluent is discharged to the Feather River or to percolation ponds on a 
seasonal basis (current scenario). The City is interested in a potential effluent reuse as recycled 
water for irrigation purposes. Accordingly, under this Master Plan Update some potential 
recycled water opportunities are evaluated. 

The planning horizon to be addressed in this Master Plan Update is up to the year 2030. The 
conclusions of the Master Plan Update are to provide a time-phased Capital Improvements 
Program for the collection system and the wastewater treatment facilities, to provide long-term 
wastewater handling program. 








